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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


July,  1986  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
September  1,  1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2179- MT  T.  David  Heffron,  P.  0.  Box  301,  S.  Hadley,  Mass.  01075 

2180- MT  Charles  W.  Smith,  575  College  Ave.  , Orono,  Maine  04473 

(Great  Britain,  Roman  Britain,  Hammered,  Byzantine) 

2181- MT  Thomas  Johnson,  Box  9733,  Newark,  Del.  19714-9733 

(World  Gold,  World  Crowns) 

2182  Daniel  J.  Fruit,  6029  Village  Glen  Dr.,  #4157,  Dallas,  TX 
75206 

2183- MT  Susan  K.  Steele,  RD  #3,  Box  437C,  Williamsport,  Pa.  17701 

(Roman,  Chinese,  Tokens) 

2184- MT  William  J.  McDaniels,  P.  0.  Box  2273,  Albany,  NY  12220 

(Ancient  Roman,  Greek,  Byzantine,  Ancient  & Medieval 
India,  Islamic) 

2185- MT  A.  H.  Stroud,  1012  Arboles  Circle,  College  Station,  TX  77840 

(Chinese  Square  Holed  Copper  Coins) 

2186- MT  Robert  C.  Kingsbury,  P.  0.  Box  981,  Bloomington,  Ind.  47402 

(South  Asia) 


LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS  are  available  to  members  of  three  years'  standing 
upon  application  to  the  Board  of  Governors  and  the  payment  of  the 
$200.00  fee.  Conditional  Life  Membership  is  available  upon  payment 
of  $60.00  down  and  four  quarterly  payments  of  $35.00. 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the  last 
report: 


Name 

DANIEL,  Howard  III 
KWAPISZ , David 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 


Type  of  Donation 

80  coins  (NVS) 
115  coins  (NVS) 
15  coins  (NVS) 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  donor) 


Preference  of  Use 


NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Our  thanks  to  John  F.  M.  Ross  who  donated  the  following  books  to 
the  NI  Library. 
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BAUQUIER , HENRY.  Album  numismatique  et  souvenirs  iconographiques  de 
S.A.R.  Marie  Caroline  de  Sidle  Duehesse  de  Berry . Pub.  1951  , 108pp, 
i 11  us. 

SAULCY , F.  DE.  Souvenirs  numismatiques  de  la  Revolution  de  1848. 

Pub.  ca.  1850,  1 11 p , w/60  plates. 

ESSLING,  VICTOR  M.  , PRINCE  D'.  Collection  du  Prinoe  d'Essling.  Import- 
ante  oolleetion  de  rnonnaies  et  medailles .,  Consulat  et  Empire , Napoleon 
I et  sa  famille  Napoleon  III,  medailles  historiques  et  de  personnages, 
jetons  et  decorations  Francais  et  etrangers.  Pub.  1927,  a catalogue, 
247pp , 68  plates. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  John  for  the 
gift  of  additional  material  that  provided  needed  duplicates  for  our 
shelves . 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
NI  Book  Librarian 

***** 


EDITORIAL 

Some  time  back  when  we  were  trying  to  locate  a new  editor  for  our 
publication,  several  members  wrote  indicating  they  would  be  glad  to 
help  out  in  various  areas.  This  assistance  has  proved  invaluable  to 
the  editorial  staff  and  we  just  wanted  to  say  "thanks".  Without  their 
help  it  would  have  been  extremely  difficult  to  get  out  all  the  issues 
in  the  past  months. 

While  we  are  not  at  present  using  all  the  persons  who  volunteered, for 
various  reasons,  we  particularly  wanted  to  name  some  who  have  been 
helping  on  a regular  basis.  They  are  David  Block,  Bruce  L.  Burton, 
Linn  M.  Lockwood,  Jr.,  E.  P.  Lukert,  Michael  G.  Maier  and  Bob  Reis. 
Gentlemen,  we  really  appreciate  you! 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 
Fred  Drost,  Article  Editor 


CALL  FOR  NOMINATIONS  FOR  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  1987-88  TERM  OF  OFFICE 


As  required  by  Article  IV,  Section  1.  a.  of  the  By-Laws,  we  are  is- 
suing a call  for  nominations  for  the  offices  of  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  TWO  At-Large  Directors  to  serve  the 
calendar  years  of  1987  and  1988. 

All  nominations  must  be  in  writing  to  the  Secretary  and  will  be  ac- 
cepted throughout  the  month  of  August,  1986. 

The  Secretary  will  contact  all  nominees  to  secure  their  acceptance 
and  ascertain  that  they  will  agree  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
office  for  which  they  have  been  nominated. 

Ross  Schraeder,  Secretary 

P.  0.  Box  670013,  Dallas,  TX  75367 
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OM  AND  INDIAN  AMULETS 


J. 


Hebert,  Rockville,  Maryland , USA., 

"Lead  me  from  the  unreal  to  the  real , 
Lead  me  from  darkness  to  light, 

Lead  me  from  death  to  immortality." 


Bridhadaranyaka  Upanishad  8 VII  19 


The  search  for  the  spiritual  is  an  underlying  reality  of  Indian  culture, 
a pov/erful  and  al  1 -pervasive  force.  Yet  the  Indian  way  of  life  is  gentle 
and  tolerant,  its  philosophy  free  of  dogma,  with  a remarkable  capacity 
to  assimilate  new  ways  and  new  ideas. 


This  belief  that  there  are  many  ways  to  the  Truth  has  enabled  many  faiths 
to  flower  in  India  in  a climate  of  gentle  acceptance  and  genuine  goodwill. 
Among  these  faiths  are  Hinduism,  Buddhism,  Jainism,  and  Sikhism. 


The  earliest  of  these  - Hinduism  - has  evolved  from  Vedic  times  to  the 
present  day  into  a number  of  different  cults,  creeds,  sects  and  beliefs, 
with  a broadly  unifying  philosophy  that  embraces  a multitude  of  beliefs 
and  customs,  with  room  for  the  simple  early  forms  of  worship,  the  deifi- 
cation of  natural  elements,  a crowded  pantheon  of  gods  and  goddesses,  a 
rich  collection  of  legend  and  tradition,  as  well  as  for  fundamental  ques- 
tions of  creation,  infinity,  truth,  and  the  absolute. 

Hinduism  depends  on  what  a man  is  and  does,  that  is,  on  birth  and  social 
conduct,  rather  than  on  any  one  belief.  Hinduism  has  no  creed  nor  founder. 
Most  Hindus  believe  in  causality  (karma),  and  in  transmigration  (samsara), 
and  look  forward  to  an  ultimate  release  from  rebirth. 


Buddhism  takes  its  name  from  Buddha  - the  enlightened  one,  who  was  born 
a prince  on  the  northern  borders  of  India  more  than  2,500  years  ago,  only 
to  renounce  the  world  and  its  luxuries  to  begin  a quest  for  knowledge  and 
true  happiness  - a quest  that  would  end  under  the  sacred  Bo  tree  at 
Bodhgaya  where  he  attained  enlightenment. 

Buddhism  consists  in  a perception  of  the  causes  of  suffering  and  of  the 
way  of  salvation  from  suffering.  It  teaches  that  nirvana  (nibbana) , 


Figure  1:  The  feet  of  the  Buddha 
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release  from  liability  to  suffering,  from  mortality  - is  the  highest  goal 
attainable,  now  or  hereafter. 

Jainism  traces  to  a jina  Vardhamana  Mahavira  of  the  6th  century  B.C.,  a 
thinker  who  repudiated  the  rites  and  sacrifices  of  Vedic  Hinduism  and 
repudiated  the  caste  system. 

Like  the  Buddha,  the  jinas  (conquerors)  are  superior  to  the  Hindu  gods, 
and,  as  in  Buddhism,  the  Vedas  are  rejected.  Respect  for  the  lives  of 
animals  is  carried  to  great  lengths. 


Figure  2:  Ritual  poses 


Vardhamana  Mahavira's  teachings  are  still  followed  in  India,  and  the  Jain 
temples  of  Mount  Abu  and  Palitana,  Ranakpur,  and  Calcutta  are  some  of 
the  most  beautiful  of  modern  India. 

Apart  from  the  same  ancestry,  what  do  Hinduism,  Buddhism,  and  Jainism 
share  in  common?  They  share  the  word  dm,  a Sanskrit  mantra  (ritualistic 
or  devotional  formula)  composed  of  the  sounds  a-u~m  (in  Sanskrit,  the 
vowels  a and  u coalesce  into  6)  which  represents  various  important  tri ads 
the  three  worlds  (earth,  atmosphere,  heaven),  the  three  major  Hindu  gods 
(Brahma  the  Creator,  Vishnu  the  Preserver,  Siva  the  Destroyer),  and  the 
three  sacred  Vedic  scriptures  (Rig,  Yajur,  and  Sama). 

dm  is  offered  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  Hindu  prayers,  chants  and  medi- 
tations, and  is  freely  used  in  Buddhist  and  Jain  rituals  also. 

From  the  6th  century,  the  written  symbol  designating  the  sound  used  to 
mark  the  beginning  of  a text  in  a manuscript  or  an  inscription. 


Figure  3:  The  written  Om 


Perhaps  the  best  known  use  of  the  mantra  in  the  West  is  in  the  Buddhist 
formula  om  mani  padme  Hum 3 now  used  almost  exclusively  in  Lamaism,  the 
Buddhism  of  Tibet  and  Mongolia,  the  tenets  of  which  are  those  of 
Mahayana,  or  later  Buddhism  (introduced  into  Tibet  by  Padmasmbhava  in 
the  eighth  century,  coupled  with  corrupted  Sivaism  and  nati ve  Shamani sti c 
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beliefs  and  practices).  In  Tibet  and  other  areas,  the  formula  is  re- 
peated as  a prayer  and  inscribed  on  prayer  wheels.  Literally,  it  means, 
"So  be  it,  0 lotus-jewel,  Amen,"  or  "Yes,  the  jewel  (Buddha)  in  the  lotus, 
Amen."  Its  use  is  connected  with  the  worship  of  the  Bodhisattva  Ava- 
lokitsvara  or  Padmapani , who  is  represented  as  having  been  born  from  a 
lotus,  and  who  is  depicted  in  paintings  and  sculpture  as  sitting  on  a 
lotus  seat.  The  Dalai  Lama  is  considered  to  be  a reincarnation  of  Ava- 
loki tsvara. 

In  Tantrism  (a  Hindu  and  Buddhist  esoteric,  magical  and  philosophical 
belief  system  centered  on  devotion  to  natural  energy)  this  transcendental 
word  charged  with  the  cosmological  (order-of-the-uni verse)  symbolism  - 
0^7  - is  identified  with  the  feminine  counterpart  of  the  god. 

In  its  written  form,  particularly  on  Tibetan  banners  (thcmg-ko)  , the 
mantra  dm  (often  corresponding  with  the  feminine  - Tara.  - the  patron 
of  Tibet)  is  considered  to  be  eminently  sacred,  even  more  so,  in  some 
instances,  than  anthropomorphic  (human-form)  divine  effigy. 


Amulets  (charms)  have  been  used  for  protection  in  all  ages  and  in  all 
types  of  society;  they  persist  even  today  in  industrial  societies  and 
are  mass-produced  - e.g.,  mustard  seeds  enclosed  in  plastic  to  remind 
the  wearer  of  Jesus'  words  concerning  faith  (Matt:  13:31-32;  17-20; 
Mark  4:30-33;  Luke  13:19).  Their  function  is  not  so  much  religious  as 
it  is  apotropaic  (protection  against  danger,  sickness,  and  bad  luck), 
e.g.  the  'mystical  eye1  of  the  Egyptians,  or  the  "Hand  of  Fatima"  of 
the  Muslims.  Examples  of  Indian  amulets  with  the  word  Om  are  illus- 
trated here. 


The  illustrations  above  show  examples 
of  medallets  ( amulets )■  vxith  the  word 
Om.  A and  C are  Jain ; B is  Hindu. 
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Illustrated  are  a Hindu  med 
let  ( C)  and  a token  ( D) . No 
the  elephant  god  Ganesha  on 
obverse  of  the  medallet. 
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BRITISH  AND  NATIVE  COINAGES  IN  INDIA,  1940-1945 


John  DeMarais , Lincoln,  Nebraska,  NI  #1539 


The  Second  World  War  affected  coinage  in  most  of  the  world  in  two  ways. 
Firstly,  the  quickened  pace  of  economic  activity  created  a large,  uni- 
versal demand  for  coins  of  all  sorts.  Secondly,  this  large  demand  coup- 
led with  a wartime  shortage  of  metals  resulted  in  numerous  changes  of 
alloy,  weight  and  denomination.  Both  the  British  and  native  governments 
of  India  had  to  respond  to  these  new  circumstances.  The  purpose  of  this 
article  is  to  describe  the  various  ways  in  which  they  responded  to  the 
wartime  demand  for  coinage. 

There  were  two  important  classes  of  metals  used  for  coinage  during  the 
war.  The  first  was  silver  and  the  second  was  high-grade  industrial 
metal.  Before  the  war  the  various  Indian  governments  struck  silver 
coins  of  high  standard.  Nearly  all  of  this  was  .917  fine  or  better. 

From  1922  to  1938  the  actual  coinage  of  silver  in  India  was  relatively 
small  because  the  huge  stocks  produced  before  1922  proved  to  be  ade- 
quate. But  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  there  developed  a demand  for 
new  coin,  and  the  supplies  of  silver  in  India  were  inadequate  to  produce 
large  quantities  of  coin  on  the  old  standard.  Much  silver  had  to  be 
imported  from  America  via  the  famous  Lend-Lease  program.  To  stretch 
these  supplies,  the  British,  Hyderabad,  and  Tranvancore  governments 
adopted  the  so-called  Q-metal,  a quadranary  alloy  composed  of  .500 
silver,  .400  copper,  .050  nickel,  and  .050  zinc.  Kutch  continued  to 
issue  its  silver  coins  on  pre-war  standards.  Silver  obtained  from  the 
Americans  had  to  be  repaid  after  the  war.  This  resulted  in  the  issue  of 
pure  nickel  coins  in  British  India  and  Hyderabad  after  1945. 


High-grade  industrial  metals  were  also  in  great  shortage  during  the 
war.  Supplies  of  tin  from  Malaya  were  cut.  As  a consequence  the  tin 
content  of  bronze  was  reduced  to  a minimum  for  the  duration  of  the  con- 
flict. Nickel  and  copper  were  consumed  in  much  greater  quantity  than 
tin.  Nickel  was  particularly  scarce,  and  the  main  source  was  Canada. 

The  use  of  these  two  metals  was  reduced  by  three  basic  means.  Firstly, 
the  weights  of  bronze  coins  were  reduced  and  some  denominations  elim- 
inated. Secondly,  cupro-nickel  coins  containing  25  percent  nickel  were 
replaced  by  alloys  containing  very  little  or  no  nickel.  Thirdly,  new 
denominations  were  introduced  to  reduce  the  total  number  of  other  denom- 
inations which  consumed  much  metal  and  coining  time. 


India,  h Anna , 


and  one  anna  since  1877.  In 
of  old  standard  bronze  coins 
(4.859  grams),  with  the  half 
half  pice  and  twelfth 
war  because  their  use 


The  British  Government  took  the  following 
steps  in  its  base  metal  coinage  program.  It 
used  nickel-brass,  an  alloy  containing  only 
one  percent  nickel,  for  one  and  two  anna 
coins,  which  had  previously  contained 
twenty-five  percent  nickel.  In  1942  it 
introduced  a nickel-brass  half-anna  coin  to 
lessen  the  demand  for  quarter  annas.  There 
had  been  no  coin  between  one-quarter  anna 
1943  the  government  suspended  the  coinage 
The  old  quarter  anna  weighed  75  grains 
pice  and  twelfth  anna  in  proportion.  The 
anna  were  discontinued  for  the  duration  of  the 
was  not  critical  in  commerce.  The  quarter  anna 


was  replaced  by  a one-pice  coin  of  much  reduced  weight. 
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The  new  pice  was  struck  in  bronze 
but  weighed  only  30  grains  (1.944 
grams).  It  was  the  same  diameter 
as  the  former  half  pice  but  had  a 
large  central  hole.  Its  reverse 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  old 
half  pice. 

1 Pioe,  1943  From  1942  through  1945,  government 

mints  struck  1,342,501  new  half 
annas,  and  from  1943  through  1945  they  struck  597,210,000  new  pice. 
These  two  new  coins  were  the  equivalent  of  3,282,212,000  old  quarter 
annas  containing  75  grains  of  bronze  alloy  each.  This  was  a consider- 
able saving. 


Just  before  and  during  the  war  only  a dozen  or  so  states  still  had  the 
right  to  issue  base  coins.  Sailana  , Orchha,  Baroda,  and  Junagadh  did 
not  exercise  their  right  in  this  period.  The  following  states  produced 
base  metal  coins  in  the  decade  before  the  war  or  during  the  war: 

Indore  struck  copper  coins  dated  VS1992  (1935)  in  denominations  of  one- 
quarter  and  one-half  anna.  These  were  on  a standard  of  about  100 
grains  per  quarter  anna,  a standard  which  would  certainly  have  pre- 
cluded their  production  during  WW  II. 

Bahawalpur  issued  bronze  quarter  annas  and  half  pice  dated  1940  AD. 
These  were  struck  at  British  Indian  mints  and  on  the  standard  of 
British  Indian  bronze  coin.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  been  struck  later 
than  1940. 


Tonk  issued  bronze  coins  in  1932  and  1934.  Both  are  one-pice  coins  but 
they  occur  in  two  different  diameters.  While  the  smaller  may  appear  to 
be  a reduction  in  weight,  it  is  merely  a thicker  version  of  the  larger. 
Both  coins  weigh  75  grains,  the  British  standard,  and  were  struck  at 
British  Indian  mints.  None  was  produced  after  1934. 

Travancore  struck  bronze  coins  before,  during,  and  after  WW  II.  Until 
some  time  in  the  1930's  she  employed  a standard  of  about  10.25  grams 
per  chuckram  for  her  copper  coinage.  Smaller  pieces  were  in  proportion. 
About  1938-1939  this  state  modernized  her  coinage  by  substituting 
bronze  for  copper,  reducing  the  weight  by  about  25  percent  and  intro- 
ducing new  dies.  This  followed  the  pattern  used  in  British  India  in 
1906.  The  new  bronze  chuckram  weighed  7.80  grams  with  parts  in  propor- 
tion. This  change  thus  seems  to  be  a prewar  development  rather  than  a 
wartime  measure,  although  this  action  before  the  war  saved  metal  during 
it.  The  catalogs  list  both  heavy  and  light  versions  of  the  1-cash  coin 
minted  during  the  period  1938-1945.  This  should  not  be  taken  as  indi- 
cating a change  during  the  war,  for  the  heavier  version  was  actually 
part  of  the  old,  heavy,  copper  series  of  1901-1935.  It  is  merely  mis- 
placed in  the  catalogs. 

Gwalior  and  the  other  following  states  issued  coins  during  WW  II  and 
made  significant  alteration  in  their  issues.  Gwalior  had  a continuous 
copper  coinage  from  the  nineteenth  century  although  its  use  of  frozen 
dates  obscures  the  fact.  During  the  First  World  War  she  reduced  the 
weight  of  her  paisa  from  about  7.05  grams  to  5.05  grams.  The  5.05  gram 
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standard  remained  in  effect  until  about  1942,  when  it  was  reduced  to 
about  2.85  grams.  It  is  worth  noting  the  VS  19 70  (1913)  and  VS1985 
(1929)  dates  exist  in  both  thick  and  thin  varieties,  indicating  that 
type  changes  do  not  coincide  with  changes  in  standard.  The  thin  var- 
iety of  the  1929  issue  clearly  belongs  to  the  period  of  WW  II,  despite 
its  date.  Sometime  during  the  war  a new  die  was  cut  employing  the 
jjate  VS1999  (1942).  Gwalior  also  employed  the  tactic  of  creating  a 
w denomination  to  reduce  the  number  of  paisas  needed.  The  new  half 
na  was  made  of  brass,  like  its  British  counterpart.  Like  the 
reduced  paisa,  it  weighed  about  2.90  grams.  But  it  is  smaller  (19mm) 
than  the  paisa  (22mm)  and  thus  not  confused  with  it.  It  is  dated 
VS1999  (1942). 


Jodhpur  issued  copper  paisas  that  weighed  about  10.25  grams  until  the 
beginning  of  WW  II.  These  were  hand-made  dump  pieces  and  were  the 
last  such  issue  produced  for  general  circulation.  From  about  1943  she 
issued  lighter  paisas  that  weighed  about  2.90  grams.  These  coins  are 
machine-made,  although  crudely  so,  and  sometimes  bear  the  dates  VS2000 
through  VS2002  (1943-1945).  Because  the  dies  were  much  larger  than 
the  flans,  the  date  is  almost  always  off  the  coin.  Jodhpur  produced 
no  other  denominations  for  circulation  during  the  war. 


t 


Ratlam  produced  a coinage  during  WW  II  although  the  coins  bear  the 
type  and  date  of  the  VS1947  (1890)  issue.  The  original  issue  weighs 

and  has  reeded  edges.  The  WW  II  issue  has  smooth 
about  3.00  grams.  However,  the  weights  are  quite 
have  specimens  that  weigh  from  2.55  to  3.30  grams. 
Since  the  dies  were  originally  cut  to  be  used  on  thicker  flans,  much 
pf  the  detail  on  the  WW  II  issues  is  missing. 


about  5.95  grams 
edges  and  weighs 
irregular,  and  I 


ewar-Udaipur  has  had  a limited  history  of  copper  coinage.  It  struck  a 
small  issue  of  pies  during  and  after  WW  I.  There  are  also  the  rather  weird 
Umarda  copper  pieces,  but  I do  not  know  if  they  were  issued  as  late  as  WW 
II.  The  state,  however,  issued  a large  amount  of  copper  coinage  during  WW 
II  in  three  denominations.  All  are  rather  irregular  in  weight.  The  quarter 
anna  is  a square  coin  dated  VS1999  (1942)  weighing  about  2.25  grams.  I have 
but  one  specimen,  so  I cannot  give  the  range.  The  half  anna  is  a round  coin 
dated  VS1999  (1942)  also.  Its  normal  weight  seems  to  be  about  3.30  grams, 
but  I have  specimens  ranging  from  3.05  to  3.65  grams.  The  one  anna  is 
octagonal,  dated  VS2000  (1943).  The  normal  weight  seems  to  be  about  4.30 
grams,  although  I have  pieces  as  light  as  3.80  grams  and  as  heavy  as  4.45 
grams. 

Jaipur  had  a regular  coinage  of  both  silver  and  copper  until  about  1922. 
Circulation  issues  seem  to  have  been  resumed  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  Man 
Singh  II  (1942).  All  circulation  pieces  are  base  metal  and  the  gold  and 
silver  are  for  bullion  or  presentation  purposes.  The  first  two  base  metal 
pieces  are  both  copper.  The  smaller  one  is  round  and  weighs  about  3.25 
grams.  The  larger  is  square  and  weighs  about  6.30  grams.  The  catalogs  list 
the  smaller  one  as  a half  pice  and  the  larger  one  as  a two-anna  piece.  How- 
ever, I believe  both  denominations  are  wrong.  Jaipur  never  issued  a half 
ie  before  this  time,  and  it  is  unlikely  that  she  would  have  begun  to  do  so 
when  other  states  were  eliminating  such  small  coins.  Almost  certainly  this 
coin  is  a reduced  paisa  or  quarter  anna.  There  would  have  been  a great  need 
for  this  denomination. 


The  square  copper  coin  called  a two-anna  piece  may  not  be  a circulation 
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issue  at  all.  Stephen  Album  once  suggested  to  me  that  it  might  be  a 
nazarana  paisa.  The  old  circulation  paisa  or  quarter  anna  of  1857-1922 
weighed  about  6.30  grams.  Since  the  square  coin  also  weighs  about  6.30  grams, 
the  old  paisa  standard,  it  may  simply  be  a nazarana  coin  to  go  along 
with  the  thin  nazarana  rupees  which  are  so  common  from  Jaipur.  Nazarana  coins 
are  often  struck  on  square  flans.  The  coin  is  also  scarcer  than  most  native 
coppers  of  WW  II.  It  is  also  odd  that  Jaipur  would  have  issued  a two-anna  ^ 
coin  without  first  issuing  a one-anna  piece.  No  other  state  had  ever  issueA 
base-metal  coin  of  this  high  a denomination.  If  such  a radical  coin  were  ^ 
issued  it  is  also  likely  that  it  would  have  borne  a denomination.  While 
further  documentation  is  required  to  establish  the  nature  of  this  coin  for 
certain,  I believe  it  is  just  a presentation  piece  struck  from  the  dies  used 
for  the  circulation  paisas. 

Jaipur  struck  two  issues  of  one-anna  coins  which  definitely  were  circu- 
tion  issues,  and  their  denomination  is  beyond  doubt,  since  it  appears 
on  the  coins.  The  first  type  is  rather  crude  and  dated  either  1943  or 
1944  AD.  Its  normal  weight  seems  to  be  about  3.60  grams,  but  the  range 
of  weights  of  the  half-dozen  specimens  in  my  collection  is  from  3.00  to 
4.25  grams.  The  design,  thickness,  and  color  of  the  coins  reminds  me 
of  the  brass  ends  of  shotgun  shells.  The  second  issue  of  annas  is  much 
better  designed  and  struck,  and  its  weight  is  quite  uniform  at  about 
3.90  grams.  It  is  always  dated  1944.  Both  annas  are  struck  in  yellow 
brass,  unlike  the  so-called  two  annas,  which  were  struck  in  copper  or 
bronze. 


I am  not  sure  where  the  issues  of  Jodhpur,  Mewar,  Rati  am,  and  Jaipur 
were  struck.  Gwalior  had  a mint  that  struck  coins  of  rather  regular 
weights.  Except  for  the  last  issue  of  brass  annas  in  Jaipur,  all  share 
the  same  crude  strikes  and  irregular  weights.  It  is  possible  they  all 
emanate  from  a common  Rajput  mint  with  crude  machinery. 


Hyderabad  had  a modern  mint  of  its  own  which  still  strikes  coins  for 
the  Indian  Republic.  Its  prewar  base-metal  coinage  consisted  of  cop- 
per half  annas  weighing  about  11.70  grams,  with  two-pie  and  one-pie 
coins  in  proportion.  Hyderabad  also  had  a cupro-nickel  coinage,  the 
only  native  state  to  do  so.  The  first  cupro-nickel  was  round,  while 
the  second  was  square.  Both  weigh  about  3.65  grams.  During  WW  II  all 
annas  were  struck  in  bronze  but  with  the  usual  square  shape  and  a 
weight  of  3.65  grams.  A more  radical  change  was  made  in  the  copper 
coinage.  The  half-anna  and  one-pie  coins  were  eliminated.  The  two-pie 
coin  was  reduced  in  size  and  weight  rather  drastically.  The  new  weight 
was  about  1.20  grams,  compared  to  the  old  weight  of  about  3.85  grams. 
The  new  diameter  was  16mm,  the  same  as  the  old  one-pie  coin.  To 
distinguish  it  from  the  old  pie,  the  new  piece  had  a center  hole.  This 
action  runs  exactly  parallel  to  that  adopted  in  British  India  for  its 
most  important  copper  coin.  The  Hyderabad  Mint  continued  to  strike 
both  these  wartime  issues  after  the  war.  The  Indian  Government  also 
continued  to  have  them  coined  at  Hyderabad  until  1954!  Hyderabad 
coinage  was  demonetized  in  1955,  the  last  native  coinage  to  circulate. 


Kutch  also  had  its  own  mint.  The  prewar  copper  coinage  was  a rather 
heavy  one.  The  copper  dokdo  of  the  1928-1937  issue  weighed  about  5.50 
grams,  with  the  other  three  denominations  in  proportion.  From  1942 
( VS 1999  ) Kutch  employed  the  technique  used  in  British  India  and  Hyder- 
abad of  issuing  holed  coins  of  reduced  weight  and  size  as  substitutes 
for  heavier,  larger,  unholed  copper  coins.  These  were  in  denominations 
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of  1/2,  1/4,  1/8,  and  1/16  kori,  which  represent  values  of  12,  6,  3, 
and  1 1/2  dokda.  The  1/4  kori  weighs  about  8.40  grams  and  represents  a 
prewar  copper  coin  weighing  33  grams.  The  1/8  kori  weighs  about  6.70 
grams,  while  the  1/16  kori  weighs  about  4.20  grams.  The  trambiyo  was 
continued  in  its  old  form  and  weight  during  the  war.  I cannot  give  the 
weight  for  the  half  kori,  since  I cannot  find  my  specimen  and  Bright's 
work  on  Kutch  does  not  list  the  weights.  Someday  it  will  reappear  in 
the  middle  of  a box  of  Polish  coins! 

Dungarpur  issued  a copper  paisa  dated  VS2001  (1944).  I don't  know  much 
about  this  coin  but  have  always  refused  to  pay  twenty  or  thirty  dollars 
for  one,  since  I have  too  many  doubts  about  it.  I have  never  seen 
Dungarpur  listed  among  those  states  which  had  a right  to  coin  in  this 
century.  The  scarcity  of  the  coin  makes  me  wonder  if  it  were  intended 
for  circulation.  It  could  be  a scatter  or  presentation  piece.  It  may 
have  been  intended  for  circulation,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  author- 
ity for  its  issuance  was  questioned  and  the  issue  was  aborted. 

The  coinages  of  the  Native  States  during  WW  II  and  after  are  among  the 
most  common  of  that  series.  However,  there  is  much  to  be  learned  about 
them,  despite  their  rather  recent  minting  and  general  availability. 

Here  are  coins  issued  not  much  more  than  forty  years  ago  about  which  we 
have  basic  questions.  The  final  days  of  Native  States  coinages  are 
nearly  as  mysterious  as  the  earlier  periods. 

It  is  likely  that  treasury  and  mint  officials  responsible  for  some  of 
these  issues  are  still  alive.  Certainly  documntation  exists.  Indian 
numismatists  have  spent  rather  little  time  on  the  native  series.  Those 
of  us  in  the  west  who  are  interested  in  such  things  are  too  far  removed 
from  India  to  research  this  series.  If  there  is  anyone  in  India  inter- 
ested in  these  late  issues,  I should  like  to  have  him  contact  me.  I am 
especially  interested  in  continuing  research  on  Travancore,  which  seems 
to  be  one  of  the  ultimate  backwaters  in  Indian  numismatics.  Most 
Native  States  currencies  perished  in  the  period  1893-1905.  Those  that 
survived  have  not  been  studied. 

(John  DeMarais,  1126  F Street,  Apt.  21,  Lincoln,  Nebraska  68508,  USA.) 


A silver  denarius  struck  in  ancient 
Rome  by  the  banker  C.  Mamil  Limetan 
refers  to  the  old  Greek  Homeric 
story  about  Ulysses.  The  obverse 
of  the  coin  depicts  the  god  Mercury 
with  some  of  his  attributes.  The 
reverse  has  the  banker's  name  and 
the  figure  of  Ulysses  being  recog- 
nized by  his  dog.  According  to  the  story,  Ulysses,  after  an  absence 
of  twenty  years,  came  home  to  his  kingdom  of  Ithaca  without  making 
himself  known.  Accordingly,  he  disguised  himself  as  a pilgrim  and 
effectually  escaped  discovery  by  any  man,  but  was  discovered  by  his 
faithful  dog  Argus,  who  knew  his  long  lost  master. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


THE  DENARIUS  OF  C.  MAMIL  LIMETAN 
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THE  FIRST  COIN  OF  THE  IMAM  a 1 -MUTAWAKKI L cala  Allah 
YAHYA  HAMID  a 1 -DIN 


Samuel  Lachman , Haifa,  Israel  * 


The  Im3m  al-Mansur  billah  Muhammad  b.  Yahya  Hamid  al-Din  died  on  19 
RabTc  1322/3  June  1904  (l).’At  Qaflat  cidar’the  ulema  (2)  of  the  Sanca 
district  and  those  from  the  Dhamar  and'  Sacdah  assembled  and  elected  on 
20  RabTc  I 1332/  4 June  1904,  al-Mansur1 s only  son  Yahya  as  the  new 
Imam  (3).  The  Imam  is  both  the  political  and  religious  leader  of  the 
community  and  there  is  no  succession  from  father  to  eldest  son,  or  any 
other  family  relation,  unless  the  claimant  is  confirmed  by  the  ulema  (4). 
The  new  Imam  took  the  laqab  (5)  "al -Mutawakki 1 cala  Allah".  The  dacwah 
was  at  Shahara  in  the  northern  Yemen.  At  this  time  he  had  silver  (or 
billon)  coins  struck  (7).  The  coins  show  no  mint;  it  is  thought  that  they 
were  minted  at  Shahara. 


& ji 


cala  Allah 
al -Mutawakki 1 


\rxx 


bi  1 1 ah 
cIsmatT 
1322 


(Trusting  in  God)  (Independent  by  God) 

The  statistical  date  of  the  coins  known  (in  collections  or  museums)  to 
this  writer  are:  16  mm.,  1.249  g.  Berlin;  15  mm.,  1.121  Berlin;  16  mm., 
1.105  ANS;  16  mm.,  0.971  g.  Berlin;  16  mm.,  0.869g.  ANS;  16  mm.,  0.773  g. 
Berlin;  and  15.5  mm.,  - , Album. 

It  is  thought  that  this  coin  is  a Buksha.  It  could  be  conjectured,  that 
the  intended  weight  of  the  coin  was  1.20  g.  and  40  buksha  made  a qrush 
or  riyal  (at  that  time  the  Taler  of  Maria  Theresa),  then  the  silver  con- 
tent of  the  coin  would  be  500/1000. 

* I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Michael  Bates  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
Dr.  Hermann  Simon  of  the  Berlin  Museum,  and  to  Mr.  Stephen  Album  for  their 
assistance  in  my  research. 

Notes: 

(1)  cAbd  alWasi C b.  Yahya  al-W5sici.  TarTkh  al-Yaman.  Cairo  1346/1927. 
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(1st  Edition),  pg.  184  (in  Arabic). 

(2)  ulema  = religious  leader  in  the  community. 

(3)  Wasi° 3 l.c.,  pg.  195 

(4)  For  further  particulars  see:  R.B.  Serjeant  & Ronald  Lewcock: 

San' a’  - An  Arabian  Islamic  City.  London  1983,  pg.  77  a,  or  Ency- 
clopedia of  Islam s 1st  Edition,  Vol . V,  p.  1196  ff  - al-Zaidiya 

(5)  laqab  - title  of  honour;  see  0.  Codringham,  A Manual  of  Musalman 
numismatics 3 London  1904,  Reprint  1970,  pg.  56. 

Q 

(6)  da  wah  = the  proclamation  of  oneself  as  the  Imam  of  the  age.  See: 
Serjeant/Lewcock , l.c. 

(7)  Wasi° 3 l.c.,  pg.  196. 

********************************************************** 

"ABUNDANTIA" 


R.  R.  Kutcher3  Lincoln 3 Nebraska3  NI  #1289 


"Abundantia" , an  allegorical  divinity  of  the  ancient  Romans,  had 
neither  temples  nor  altars  erected  to  her  honour  but  she  has  survived 
on  the  reverses  of  a few  old  coins.  Whether  she  is  represented  by 
herself,  or  as  a personification  of  Liberality  of  the  Emperor  or 
Emperess,  she  is  shown  as  a handsome  woman,  clothed  in  the  stola  and 
holding  a cornucopiae  which  is  inclined  towards  the  ground,  which 
lets  the  contents  fall  carelessly  out. 


On  a coin  of  Alexander  Severus,  Abundantia  is  shown  pouring  money 
out  of  the  horn  of  plenty,  which  alludes  to  the  Emperor's  distribution 
to  his  soldiers  and  subjects  of  portions  of  the  "Aerarium  Publicum", 
or  public  treasure. 


A rare  medallion  of  Salonina,  the  wife  of  Emperor  Galienus,  has  for 
its  reverse,  a seated  woman  supporting  a cornucopiae  which  she  ex- 
tends towards  and  pours  out  before  five  children.  The  inscription 
is  "ABVNDANTIA  TEMPORUM"  and  the  Emperess  is  thus  represented  under 
the  attributes  of  Abundance.  Salonina  not  only  caused  distributions 
of  corn  to  be  made  to  the  people,  but  she  also  took  little  children 
and  young  girls  under  her  care  and  protection.  This  coin  recognizes 
the  fact  that  the  Emperess 's  goodness  restored  temporal  abundance, 
and  relieved  social  destitution  in  a degenerate  age  and  under  a pro- 
fligate Emperor  and  a disastrous  reign. 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G.  Campbell , Lincoln 3 Nebraska } NI  #LM~12 

No.  15  - TIBERIUS  III  APSIMARUS  (698-705) 

The  story  of  Justinian  II  and  the  two  usurpers  would  make  a good  thril- 
ler, though  perhaps  "shocker"  is  a better  word. 

Apsimarus  assumed  the  name  Tiberius  on  becoming  emperor  and  appointed 
his  brother  Heraclius  (no  relative  to  the  Heraclids)  to  be  commander- 
in-chief  in  Asia.  He  was  immensely  successful,  recapturing  Antioch, 
Cilicia  and  Cyprus,  with  200,000  prisoners  and  much  booty,  Tiberius 
was  a sound  ruler  but  could  not  check  the  Arabs  in  North  Africa  who 
reached  the  Atlantic.  Also  he  was  an  usurper  and  the  Heraclid  name 
still  had  magic.  The  plotting  Justinian  escaped  from  Cherson  to  the 
Khazars,  a Turkish  tribe,  where  he  married  the  Khan's  sister  who  was 
baptised  under  the  name  of  Theodora. 

Tiberius  learned  this  and  brought  pressure  for  his  enemy  to  be  return- 
ed. But  Justinian  learned  of  this,  himself  strangled  the  emperor's 
emissary  and  escaped  by  boat  into  the  Black  Sea.  Reaching  the  Bulgar- 
ian coast,  whose  king,  Terbel , agreed  to  help  for  the  cession  of  more 
territory  and  the  title  of  Caesar  (which  the  Bulgarian  kings,  in  the 
form  of  Tsar  bore  until  after  World  War  II).  At  the  head  of  an  army 
of  Slavs  and  Bulgars,  they  appeared  before  Constantinople  in  705,  ent- 
ering the  city  via  aqueduct  pipes  (one  has  to  be  familiar  with  the 
ancient  water  system  of  Constantinople  to  appreciate  this).  The  fickle 
population  rallied,  dragging  Tiberius  from  the  palace  and  Leontius 
from  his  monastery.  Both  men,  heavily  bound  were  taken  to  the  triump- 
hal games  - relic  of  ancient  Rome  - where  Justinian  sat  with  a foot 
on  the  neck  of  either  man.  Later  they  were  dragged  through  the  streets 
and  beheaded.  Heraclius  and  his  chief  officers,  in  spite  of  their  great 
victories  (perhaps  because  of  them)  were  recalled  and  hanged.  Very 
Byzantine. 


The  Coinage 

No  coins  of  this  reign  are  common  and  the  bronze  are  rare.  Their  main 
characteristic  is  the  return  to  the  military  presentation  of  the  emp- 
eror, i.e.  in  cuirass  and  holding  a transverse  spear.  The  Cross  Pot- 
ent is  used  for  the  reverse. 

The  legend  is  O.  T ] j>  £ 1 H S P£<  AV  and  reverse  VICTORIA  L-j- 

Both  are  shortened  in  some  form  or  other,  on  the  Roman  mint  coins. 

Officinae  A to  I have  been  noted  in  Constantinople. 

The  Coins 


GOLD:  There  are  a great  many  varieties  for  Sardinia  and  Syracuse. 

There  is  also  a solidus  of  an  uncertain  Italian  mint,  though  no  such 
coin  is  featured  in  the  D.  0.  catalogue. 

CONSTANTINOPLE:  Solidus,  semissis,  tremissis. 

SARDINIA:  Solidus,  tremissis. 
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SYRACUSE: 


Solidus  - elongated  form  of  A as  before,  sometimes 
appearing  as  semissis,  tremissis. 


Solidus,  Naples 


Semissis,  Syracuse 


NAPLES  (?) : 

ROME: 

RAVENNA: 


Solidus,  tremissis. 

Solidus,  tremissis. 

Solidus  - sometimes  debased,  tremissis. 


SILVER:  Although  Constantinople  minted  both  the  Ceremonial  milaresion 

( 3t  gm-)  and  the  usual  hexagram  (6  gm) , both  are  extremely  rare.  The 
only  other  silver  is  a % siliqua(?)  from  Ravenna,  but  bearing  no 
legend. 


COPPER: 


CONSTANTINOPLE:  Follis,  badly  struck,  legend  illegible  or  fragmentary. 

The  first  type  is  the  same  military  bust  as  on  the 
gold.  The  second  has  the  emperor  standing.  Both 
are  often  overstruck  on  earlier  pieces.  ^ Follis, 
equally  poorly  struck  and  illegible,  sometimes  on 
quartered  flans.  10  N (not  in  D.  0.). 

SARDINIA:  % F,  rev.  SK. 


Standing  figure  of  Tiberius  Syracuse,  follis,  reverse  % follis 

SYRACUSE:  Follis,  no  legend  but  monogram  on  reverwe.  Do  not 

confuse  with  that  of  Leontius. 

ROME:  3/4  Follis,  no  legend,  often  on  a rectangular  flan. 


Rev.  ROM. 

RAVENNA:  Follis. 


In  earlier  catalogues  some  of  the 
coins  of  this  reign  were  mis- 
attributed  to  other  reigns  - a good 
indication  of  their  complexity. 

For  more  information,  see  Cecil e 
Morrisson's  Catalogue  des  Monnaies 
Byzantines  de  la  Bibliotheque 
Nationale.  Paris,  1970. 
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ABJAD  AND  THE  BASMALA 
786 

R.  J.  Hebert 3 N.  Bethesda 3 Maryland s USA 

One  of  the  most  important  parts  of  Qur'anic  inscriptions  is  the  formula 
tasmiya  (1)  basmala  (2),  the  full  form  of  which  is  BiSMiLLaH  AL-RaHMaN 
AL-RAHIM,  translates  as  "In  the  name  of  God,  the  A1 1 -Compassi onate , the 
Most  Merci ful . " 

The  formula  is  one  of  the  most  popular  forms  of  decorations  in  architec 
ture,  especially  mosques,  and  is  inscribed  at  the  head  of  most  Qur'anic 
and  even  non-Qur'anic,  documents,  and  on  coins  (3).  The  basmala  occurs 
in  an  almost  unlimited  number  of  calligraphic  styles. 


One  form  of  the  "basmala 

As  a pious  ejaculation,  it  is  normally  pronounced  by  a Muslim  before 
beginning  any  important  act,  such  as  reading  the  Qur'an,  or  as  in  Iran, 
as  an  invitation  to  any  act. 

In  the  Qur'an,  the  basmala  occurs  in  its  complete  form  at  the  head  of 
each  chapter  (Sura)  except  for  the  9th  or  Sura  al-Bara'at.  It  also 
occurs  in  its  complete  form  in  verse  30  of  chapter  27,  the  Sura  al-Naml 
and  in  an  abridged  form  in  verse  40  of  chapter  11,  Sura  al-Hud.2 

The  complete  formula  of  the  basmala  can  be  represented  numerically  ac- 
cording to  the  hisab  jummals  the  reckoning  by  abjadA 4)  in  which  each 
letter  of  the  Arabic  alphabet  has  a numerical  value  (5). 


A 

Alif 

1 

H 

Ha 

8 

S 

Si  n 

60 

T 

Ta 

400 

B 

Ba 

2 

T 

Ta 

9 

c 

Cayn 

70 

S 

Ta 

500 

J 

Jim 

3 

I 

Ya 

10 

F 

Fa 

80 

H 

Ha 

600 
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D 

Dal 

4 

K 

kaf 

20 

S 

Sad 

90 

Z 

Dal 

700 

H 

Ha 

5 

LL 

Lam 

30 

Q 

Kaf 

100 

z 

Dad 

800 

U 

Waw 

6 

M 

Mim 

40 

R 

Ra 

200 

z 

Za 

900 

Z 

Z ay 

7 

N 

Nun 

50 

Sh 

Sjvin 

300 

Gh 

Ghayn 

1000  5 

Thus , 

B-S 

-N  -A- 

-L  -L 

-H-A- 

L -R- 

H-M 

-N  -A 

-L 

-R-H 

-I  -M 

2+60+40+1+30+30+5+1+30+200+8+40+50+1+30+200+8+10+40 

total  786.  6 


The  benedictory  power  of  the  formula  Bi’smilldh  al  Rahman  al-Rahlm  is 
widely  employed  in  the  Muslim  world_in  the  composition  of  the  talisman 
basma la  admissible  in  Islam  as  sthri  halat  (lawful  magic),  -j 

Examples  of  the  numerical  form  of  the  basmala  can  be  seen  on  the  illus- 
trated piece  obtained  in  Bombay,  India.  (Photo  1): 


Photo  lb 
( above)_ 

Photo  lc  (left) 
Reverses  A & B 


Photo  1 a 
Obverse 
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.N  0-  T.  E S,: 


1.  Tasmiya  translates  as  "pronouncing  the  name  of  God." 

2.  B.  Carra  de  Vaux,  "Basmala,"  Encyclopedia  of  Islam,,  1st  ed.,  p.672  ; 
Carra  de  Vaux  and  L.  Gardet,  2nd  edition,  El  ^ p.  1084 

3.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  basmala  corresponds  fairly  well 
to  the  Latin  form  found  on  Umayyad  North  African  and  Spanish  gold 
coins,  i.e.  In  nomine  Domini  Misericordia 3 INNDINI,  "In  the  name  of 
the  Lord,"  instead  of  the  usual  "In  the  name  of  God."  (See  Photo  2). 


Photo  2:  Gold  dinar  or  solidus  minted  in  Spain 
with  date  Indiction  XI3  year  94  = AD  712/8 
weighing  4.537  grams.  Similar  to  ANS  143  Walker 
pg.  75. 

4.  Abjad3  so  called  from  the  first  four  letters  of  the  alphabet,  alif, 
ba,  jTm,  dal,  is  an  arrangement  of  the  Arabic  alphabet  according  to 
the  numerical  value  of  the  letters  from  1 to  1000.  The  idea  of  using 
letters  of  the  alphabet  for  numerals  seems  to  have  originated  from 
Greek  influence,  and,  as  far  as  is  known,  first  appeared  on  Macca- 
bean  coins,  pg.  85,  "Number ,"  The  New  Bible  Dictionary 3 J.D.  Doug- 
las, ed..  Grand  Rapids:  Wm.  B.  Eerdmans  Publishing  Co.,  1963.  Ac- 
cording to  one  scholar,  the  system  should  be  traced  beyond  the  Greeks 
to  the  Phoenicians,  pg.  561,  Eduard  KOnig,  "Number,"  A Dictionary  of 
the  Bible 3 ed.  James  Hastings,  New  York:  Chas.  Scribner's  Sons,  1923. 
The  abjad  has  also  been  used  to  form  dates  on  coins,  e.g.,  the  date 
556  on  a coin  of  the  Artuqid  of  Kayfa,  Fakhr  al-Din  Qara  Arslan, 
where  there  is  alongside  the  bust  on  the  obverse,  Sanat  Tanunwaw, 

i.e.  Year  500+50+6=556  of  the 
Hegira.  There  is  also  a coin  of 
Nadir  Shah  of  Persia  which  has  on 
its  obverse  a couplet  and  the  date 
1148,  and  on  the  reverse  a toughra 
composed  of  the  phrase  "By  the  date, 
Whatever  happens  is  best,"  forming 
70+100+6+1+40+10+80+200+10+600+30+1 
= 1148  AD. 

Photo  33  at  left:  Obverse  of  a gold 
Mohur  of  Jahanigir  currently  on  dis- 
play in  the  exhibition  Aditi:  The 
Monies  of  India. 

One  of  the  mohurs  of  Jahangir  shows 
him  sitting  with  a goblet  in  his 
hand.  (Photo  3). 
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on  the  obverse , 
with  the  couplet 


j)  ^ j-i 

jLi  c_  <u^ 


translates  as  "Destiny  has  drawn  on  money  of  gold  the  portrait  of  His 
Majesty  Shah  Jahangir,"  and  on  the  reverse  the  couplet: 


beginning  of  time."  Even  though  this  is  an  anagram,  rather  than  a 


This  is  another  system  of  indicating  dates  by  letters.  This  is  the 
Abtat  , again  from  the  first  four  letters  in  it,  introduced  by  Tipu  Sul- 
tan of  Mysore,  who  was  not  satisfied  with  the  Ahead  system.  It  was 
used  on  his  coin  after  the  fourth  year  of  his  reign  to  give  the  number 
of  the  cycle  year  he  introduced.  Pp.  115-6,  0.  Codringham,  A Manual 
of  Musalman  Numismatics , London,  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  1904. 

5.  A useful  mnemonic  device  for  remembering  the  sequence  is  the  phrase 
--  Abjad  hawwaz  huttT  kalaman  sa  fas  qarashat  sahiz  zazigh. 

6.  In  writing  it  is  customary  to  omit  the  initial  Alif  of  the  word 
ISM  "name,"  occuring  in  Bi  'smillah.  D.B.  McDonald,  "Allah,"  El, 
page  103. 

7.  W.  Iwanow,  Studies  in  Early  Persian  IsmaPilism , Leiden,  1948,  p . 93 . 
** **★*★**★*★*****★★* ****** *********************************** ********** 

FROM  THE  MAILBOX 

Reply  on  the  meaning  of  "Discovery"  from  the  January  NIB 

Re  your  interesting  question  on  the  Jan.  1986  Member  Notice  Page. 

The  declarations  of  discovery  were  not  necessarily  racist  per  se. 

The  term  discovery  as  applied  to  early  explorers  implies  "new  to  Wes- 
tern European  civilization".  Later  the  term  implied  "new  to  civilized 
man"  as  the  Europeans,  Asians  and  Eastern  American  community  of  shared 
technology  expanded. 

If  man  (I  use  the  specific  term  which  includes  women)  one  day  explores 
the  universe  we  can  equally  claim  to  "discover"  a planet  already  in- 
habited by  considerably  more  advance  beings  or  for  that  matter  aborigene 
level  aliens. 


translates  as  "The  letters 
of  Jahangir  and  Allahu  Akbar's 
are  equal  in  value  from  the 


chronooram,  we  note  here, 


200+10+20+50+1+5+3  = 289 

200+2+20+1+5+30+30+1  = 289 


Cordial ly . . . 
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Alfred  Szego 

West  Sayville,  New  York. 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays;  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or  bet- 

ter for  alT Cri ag  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete.  C 
= Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  (----)  = Complete 
except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

BAHAMAS : Y1  - 1966,  1968;  Yla  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - CX  (1970); 

Y5  - C;  Y6  - 1966;  Y7  - 1966;  Y9  - 1966;  Y14  - 1973RM;  Y16  - 1973;  Y21 
- 1971. 


BAHRAIN:  Y2  thru  Y6  - C;  Y9  - C. 

BANGLADESH:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y5  - 1974;  Y6  - 1974,  1977;  Y7  - 

1974,  1977_;  Y10  - C.  ~ ~ 

BARBADOS:  Cl  - 1788;  Y1  - 1973,  1973FM(P);  Y2  - 1973,  1973FM(P);  Y3  - 

1973FM[P) ; Y4  - 1973,  1973FMIPT;  Y5  - T97TFM(P);  1973FM(P);  Y7a  - 

1 973FMTPT ; Y8  - 1 973FM ( P ) . Eastern  CaribFearTTerr.  $4  issue:'  Y2  - C. 

BELGIUM:  Cl  - 1862;  C2  - 1836,  1846,  1862,  1863,  1865;  C3  - 1833,  1837, 

1848,  1851;  C6  - 1861,  1862,  1863;  C7  - CX  (1864);  C8  - 1861;  C14  - 

1853;  Y1  - 1874,  1902,  1907;  Yla  - 1894,  1901,  1907;  Y2  - 1870,  1875, 

1876,  1905,  1909;  Y2a  - 1902;  Y3  - 1895;  Y3a  - 1901;  Y4  - 1894;  Y4a  - 

1894,  1895;  Y5a  - 1886;  Y6  - 1866,  1869;  Y7  - 1867;  Y12  - 1902,  1903, 

1904,  1905;  Y12a  - 1902,  1902,  1906;  Y13  - 1901,  1902,  1903,  1904; 

Y13a  - 1904,  1905;  Y14  - 1909;  Y16  - C;  Y16a  - 1909;  Y18a  - 1909; 

Y22  - 1912;  Y22a  - C;  Y23  - 1911,  1914,  1919;  Y24  - 1910,  1914,  1920, 

1928;  Y 24b  - 1910,  1922  , 1924,  1925  , 1927;  Y24c  - C;  Y25  - 1921  , 1923, 

1929;  Y25b  - 1920,  1924,  1926,  1927,  1938;  Y26  - 1913,  1921,  1923, 

1926,  1927;  Y26a  - 1922,  1926,  1927,  1928,  1929;  Y27  - 1922,  1927, 

1928,  1929,  1932,  1933;  Y27a  - 1923,  1930,  1932,  1933;  Y28  - CX  (1928/3, 

1929,  1931);  Y28a  - CX  (1923/2,  1928/3,  1931,  1933,  1934/24);  Y29  - 

1923;  Y29a  - 1923;  Y30  - 1930,  1931,  1932;  Y30a  - 1932,  1933;  Y36  - 

1934;  Y36a  - 1934;  Y38  - C;  Y39  - 1916;  Y40  - 1915,  1916;  Y41  - C; 

Y41  - C;  Y42a  - 1940;  Y43  - 1938;  Y43a  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y44a  - C;  Y45  - C; 

Y45a  - C;  Y46  - 1938  lettered;  Y46a  - 1938  lettered,  1939  star;  Y49  - 
1935;  Y51  - C;  Y51 a - 1942;  Y52  - 1941,  1942;  Y52a  - CX  (1941,  1946); 

Y53  - 1942,  1946;  Y53a  - CX  (1947);  Y54  - CX  (1947);  Y54a  - 1942,  1943, 

1944;  Y55  - CX  (1946,  1947);  Y55a  - 1941;  Y56  - C;  Y57  - C to  1979  X 
(1954);  Y57a  - C to  1939  X (1962);.  Y58  - C to  1978  X (1948,  1961  , 

1969,  1970,  1971  );  Y58a  - C to  1975  X (1948,  1958,  1960,  1963,  1954, 

1970,  1972  , 1973);  Y59  - 1950;  Y59a  - 1949,  1951  ; Y60  - 1949;  Y60a  - 

1954;  Y62  - CX  (1954,  1962);  Y62a  - CX  (1959);  Y63  - C to  1977  X (1952, 
1962,  1964,  1971,  1972,  1973,  1974,  1976);  Y63a  - C to  1972  X (1952, 

1962,  1963,  1968);  Y66  - 1964,  1968,  1970,  1971,  1972;  Y66a  - 1964, 

1966,  1969,  1972  , 1975;  Y67  - C to  1974  X (1971  );“Y6Ta  - 1 969 ,~T9Tl  , 
1972,  1973,  1976;  YA67a  - 1980. 

BELIZE  (BRITISH  HONDURAS):  Y16  - CX  (1939,  1942);  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 1942; 

Y 1 9 -^Ct  Y2CT^  CX  (1950);  Y21  - C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C to  1972  X (1956, 
1966,  1967,  1970);  Y24  - 1957,  1959,  1962,  1968,  1969;  Y25  - 1956,  1959, 
1961,  1970;  Y26  - 1960,  1962,  1964,  1968,  197T,  1972,  1973;  Y27  - 1954, 
1964,  1965.  BELIZE:  Y2  - 1974TT6  - 1974;  Y7  - 1974;  Y17  - 1975. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
section. ) 


LM 

m 


LA  MONEDA  Y LA  BARCA  EN  MEXICO , 2nd  Edition,  by  Gilberto  Moreno- 
astaneda.  Univ.  de  Guadalajara,  1975.  Two  vols.,  1160pp,  many  tables 
nd  graphs. 


These  two  volumes  present  a detailed  monetary  and  banking  history  of 
Mexico.  Several  chapters  will  be  of  interest  to  the  numismatist  and/or 
notaphile.  Among  those  are  chapter  II,  "Las  Tesis  Preliminares  de  la 
Economia  Clasica";  chapter  III,  "Los  Systemas  Antiquas  de  Mexico";  chap- 
ter IV,  "El  Bimetal i smo" ; chapter  V,  "La  Reforma  de  Limantour  en  1905"; 
chapter  VI,  "El  Papel  Moneda  de  la  Revolucion  Mexicana";  and  chapter 
VII,  "El  Patron  Oro". 


The  book  is  not  generally  available  in  the  United  States,  and  this, 
snyopsis  is  published  for  informational  purposes  only. 


COIRS  ARD  ESSAIS  OF  PARAGUAY,  by  Miquel  Angel  Pratt-Mayans . Asuncion, 
1985,  first  edition;  112pp,  bibliography,  fully  illustrated. 


This  is  not  only  the  most  up  to  date  work  on  Paraguayan  numismatics, 
but  it  may  well  be  the  best  one  available  today.  The  book  is  bilingual 
with  all  major  comments  and  articles  in  both  English  and  Spanish.  Es- 
say, pattern,  proof,  and  counterstamped  coinage  is  covered  in  detail. 
All  individual  coins  are  illustrated  with  high-quality  well-printed 
photographs.  Each  item,  with  the  exception  of  a few  ultra-rarities , 
is  priced  in  U.  S.  dollars  in  four  different  grades  of  preservation. 


Available  from:  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 

The  price  is  $8.00  postpaid  in  the  United  States.  Foreign  orders  must 
add  U.S.  $3.60  to  cover  the  additional  cost  of  registration. 


Information  for  the  above  two  books 
from  Dale  Seppa. 

********************************************************************** 


ISLE  OF  MAN  GOLD  PIECES  HAVE  LOW  MINTAGES 


The  Isle  of  Man  gold  Angel  and  1/10  Angel  were  issued  as  bullion  items, 
but  with  such  low  mintages  they  are  now  collector's  items.  Official 
mintage  figures  for  the  1 oz.  Angel  is  24,500  pieces  and  the  1/10  Angel 
is  22,000  pieces.  However,  there  are  seven  distinguishable  varieties 
of  each  coin.  Type  I has  long  wings  on  the  Archangel;  type  II  has 
clipped  wings;  and  there  are  special  mintmarks  on  1,000  each  of  the 
1 985 -A , 1985-H , 1985-L  and  1985-C. 


The  "H"  mintmarks  were  specially  minted  for  sale  at  the  Hong  Kong 
International  Coin  Exposition,  while  the  "L"  mintmark  was  for  sale 
at  the  Long  Beach  (California)  Numismatic  & 
ition.  Each  tiny  initial  can  be  located  in 
the  upper  loop  of  the  dragon's  tail.  Coins 
signed  portrait  of  the  Queen. 


Philatelic 
certain  of 
are  of  the 


Fall  Expos- 
the  coins  in 
Maklouf  de- 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

F.  M.  Orlowski,  303  - 19th  St.  S.W.,  Austin,  MN  55912:  Presently  I 

am  working  with  a group  of  gifted  children,  grades  1 thru  3,  who  are 
interested  in  foreign  coins.  I have  promised  them  that  I would  get 
them  a list  of  overseas  pen  pals  with  whom  they  might  correspond,  re- 
garding collecting  and  exchange  of  foreign  coins.  Do  you  suppose 
that  any  NI  members  could  provide  me  with  some  names  so  these  kids 
can  get  started  in  foreign  correspondence?  Any  names  and  addresses 
sent  should  include  the  age  and  interest  of  collecting. 

Bob  Kriz,  1980  North  Atlantic  Avenue,  Suite  809,  Cocoa  Beach,  Florida 
32921 : For  research  purposes  I need  to  verify  Colombian  Peso  gold: 

Stonecutter  - 1913 

Large  Head  - 1919,  1919A  (m/m  left),  1920/19A(m/m  left), 

1920  (exists?),  1919B,  1920B  (exists?) 

Small  Head  - 1924,  1925  (exists?),  1927,  1928,  1929  (exists?) 
Correspondence  welcomed  to  address  above  or  'phone  305-784-0505. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  in- 

formation on  French  Indo  China  medal  87mm  cast  bronze  uniface,  high 
relief  bust  Sargent  Bobillot  1860-1885  Tuyen-Quan.  Campaign  Hero 
French  Indochina  War  1885.  Bibliography  on  Bobillot,  photo's,  book, 
etc . 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suffic- 
ient for  insurance  or  regi strati  on , if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  06880, 

USA. 

A COMMEMORATIVE  DENARIUS  ISSUED  BY  PAULLUS  AEMILIUS  LEPIDUS 


In  55  B.C.  a Roman  banker,  Paullus  Aemilius  Lepidus,  issued  a silver 
denarius  commemorating  one  of  his  ancestors.  The  reverse  of  these 

coins  show  the  ancestor  standing 
left  on  the  right  of  a trophy  of 
body  armor  with  his  captives  stand- 
ing right  on  the  left  of  the  trophy. 
The  captives  are  Perseus,  the  last 
Greek  king  from  Macedon,  and  his 
two  sons  with  their  hands  tied  be- 
hind their  backs.  The  ancestor  of 
Lepidus  was  the  Roman  General  A. 
Paullus,  who  captured  Macedonia  and  made  it  Roman. 

Although  captives,  Perseus  and  his  sons  showed  no  fear  and  won  the 
hearts  of  the  Roman  people.  Later  they  were  freed  and  spent  their 
lives  in  Rome  as  "special"  Roman  citizens. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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